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TIME:	  	  Jamestown	  at	  400	  
Article	  Questions	  

	  
1. How	  did	  Jamestown	  get	  its	  name?	  

	  
	  

2. Why	  was	  Jamestown	  considered	  to	  be	  a	  ‘giant	  gamble?’	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

3. What	  push	  factors	  caused	  many	  of	  Jamestown’s	  first	  settlers	  to	  leave	  England?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

4. What	  was	  the	  London	  Company?	  	  What	  role	  did	  it	  play	  in	  the	  colonization	  of	  Jamestown?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

5. Identify	  3	  major	  problems	  that	  the	  Jamestown	  settlers	  originally	  encountered?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

6. What	  2	  things	  did	  the	  settlers	  become	  dependent	  on	  to	  solve	  the	  problems	  listed	  in	  your	  previous	  
answer?	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

7. What	  caused	  the	  “starving	  time”	  of	  1609?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

8. Which	  group	  did	  the	  Virginia	  Company	  recruit	  to	  help	  make	  Jamestown	  more	  attractive	  and	  successful?	  
	  
	  

9. What	  crop	  became	  a	  ‘cash	  cow’	  for	  Jamestown?	  



10. What	  is	  an	  indentured	  servant?	  	  Describe	  their	  role	  and	  responsibilities.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

11. According	  to	  the	  article,	  what	  was	  Jamestown’s	  ‘most	  far-‐reaching	  innovation?’	  	  Why	  was	  this	  
development	  so	  important?	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

12. Describe	  the	  relationship	  between	  the	  Jamestown	  settlers	  and	  local	  Indian	  tribes.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

13. Why	  did	  African	  slaves	  become	  the	  chief	  source	  of	  labor	  by	  the	  1660s	  instead	  of	  indentured	  servants?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

14. Why	  is	  this	  considered	  to	  be	  ‘one	  of	  the	  great	  contradictions	  in	  the	  growth	  of	  American	  democracy?’	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

15. Identify	  and	  describe	  3	  major	  contributions	  that	  John	  Smith	  made	  to	  Jamestown.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

16. Identify	  and	  describe	  3	  negative	  impacts	  that	  John	  Smith	  had	  on	  the	  ‘New	  World.’	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  


